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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because paragraph 73, line 9 refers to number 74 
as "external user profile," however figure 1 shows number 74 referring to a structure 
labeled as "Int. User Profile." All references to number 74 should match. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in 
the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "367" and "368" have both been used to designate 
"Reference to Def. Int. Graphic Store" in figures 3 and 4. Corrected drawing sheets in 
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compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "367" and "368" have both been used to designate 
"Reference to Def. Int. Composition Store" in figures 3 and 4. Corrected drawing sheets 
in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities. 
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Paragraph 1 14, line 12 contains an extra period. The extra period should be 
deleted. 

Paragraph 147, lines 7 and 15-16 and paragraph 148, lines 6 and 8 refer to 
number 20 as "user identification" rather than "user information" as it is called in figure 5 
and elsewhere in the specification. The differing references should be modified to 
match all other references to number 20. 

Paragraph 149, line 1 indicates that the reader should refer to figure 4. The 
subsequent reference numbers are shown on figure 5 rather than figure 4. It is 
assumed that "figure 4" is a typographical error and should be corrected to say "figure 
5." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 2, 6, and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: "web 
service" lacks antecedence. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: "define" is a 
typographical error. It should be changed to "defined". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The claim is directed to a program. A program is non- 
statutory unless it is contained on some computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the requestor" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the capabilities of each" in line 4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the translated content" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the translated content" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the user" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "the translating the content step" in lines 1-2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "the translating the content step" in lines 1-2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "labeled content" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 16 recites the limitation "the layout" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wright in view of Ferrel. 

With respect to claim 1 , Wright discloses a web service method for providing 
imaging conversion services on content, comprising the steps of: 

receiving content (col. 10, lines 31-32; col. 12, lines 12-19); 

selecting an imaging conversion program based on a criteria (fig. 5, items 41A-D; 
col. 10, lines 56-57); 

converting the content using the selected imaging conversion program to obtain 
converted content (col. 11, lines 25-26; fig. 5, items 41, 41A-D, 50); and 

transmitting the converted content to a desired location (col. 1 1 , lines 29-30; fig. 
5, item 42). 

Wright does not disclose expressly a step for obtaining a style sheet. 
Ferrel discloses a step for obtaining a style sheet (fig. 1 , item 110; col. 8, line 1). 
Wright and Ferrel are analogous art because they are both from the same field of 
endeavor of electronic document formatting. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add Ferrel's step of obtaining a style sheet to Wright's method of 
document formatting. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide Wright's method with the 
capability to utilize the format standardization found in style sheets. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferrel with Wright for the 
benefit of format standardization to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

With respect to claim 2, Wright further discloses that the web service is at a web 
site identified by a URL reference (col. 11, lines 60-61). 

With respect to claim 3, Wright does not disclose expressly that the content is 
obtained from a source web site that is different from the web service web site; and 
wherein the obtaining a style sheet step comprises receiving a style sheet from the 
source web site. 

Ferrel discloses that it is known that both content and a style sheet can be 
obtained from a source web site that is different from the web service web site (fig. 1 , 
items 110, 112 and 122). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art that both the content and the style sheet for Wright's document formatting 
method could be obtained from a website other than the web service website over the 
Internet or another network. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow Wright's method of 
document formatting to be used on documents other than those that reside only on the 
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terminal computer and to use style sheets other than those that reside only on the 
terminal computer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferrel with Wright for the 
benefit of a wider range of document and style sheet selection to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 3. 

With respect to claim 4, Wright does not disclose expressly that the content is 
obtained from a source web site that is different from the web service web site; and 
wherein the obtaining a style sheet step comprises selecting a default style sheet. 

Ferrel discloses that it is known that content can be obtained from a source web 
site that is different from the web service web site (fig. 1 , items 1 12 and 122) and that a 
default style sheet can be used when formatting documents (Fig. 5, items 340 and 344). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art that in reference to Wright's method of document formatting, the content 
could be obtained from a website other than the web service website over the Internet 
or another network and that Wright's style sheet could be a default style sheet, as Ferrel 
teaches. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow Wright's method of 
document formatting to be used on documents other than those that reside only on the 
terminal computer and to use a default style sheet when no other style sheet is 
specified. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferrel with Wright for the 
benefit of a wider range of document and style sheet selection to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 4. 

With respect to claim 5, Wright discloses that the criteria for the selecting a 
conversion program step comprises selecting a conversion program based on a 
parameter of a printer to be used to print the content (col. 1 1 , lines 12-13). Resolution 
is a "parameter of a printer" and it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
a terminal that is capable of utilizing Wright's method could have a printer connected to 
it for use in printing the converted content. 

With respect to claim 6, Wright discloses that the criteria for the selecting a 
conversion program step selects a conversion program dynamically based on a 
negotiation taking place between the web service and the requestor and based on the 
capabilities of each (col. 4, lines 10-16). When the user authenticates (negotiates) with 
the method, a user profile is selected that determines the set of image standardization 
criteria, and thus the conversion program that will be used to convert the content. 

With respect to claim 7, Wright further discloses that the transmitting step 
comprises the step of transmitting the translated content to a consuming web site or 
service (col. 10, lines 48-50). 

With respect to claim 8, Wright further discloses that the transmitting step 
comprises transmitting the translated content to storage in a personal imaging 
repository (col. 8, lines 40-45; col. 9, lines 48-50). 
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With respect to claim 9, Wright further discloses that the transmitting step 
comprises transmitting a reference to the converted content, with the reference referring 
to the converted content (col. 4, lines 56-60; fig. 5, item 46). 

With respect to claim 10, Wright does not disclose that the selecting an imaging 
conversion step comprises associating a reference for the selected imaging conversion 
program to the content or to a reference for the content and making that content or the 
content reference accessible to the user, to thereby permit the converting step to be 
performed on a demand basis. 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use this type of reference 
for a document or content file. It is well known in the art that one can add an extension 
to a filename that indicates that a particular conversion program is to operate on the file 
to produce the converted content. For example, "filename.txt" indicates that a text 
editor should be used to produce the converted content. This type of extension is 
accessible to the user, thereby allowing the conversion to be done on an on-demand 
basis whenever the file is accessed by the user. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Wright does not disclose that the receiving content step 
comprises receiving a reference to the content and associating the content reference to 
a reference for the web service method and making this content reference accessible to 
a user, so that the conversion services may be performed on a demand basis. 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to allow Wright's method to 
receive content by reference. It is well known in the art that a reference such as a web 
address, or URL, can contain an extension that denotes what method is to be used to 
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convert the content. For example, "www.website.com/filename.txt" indicates that a text 
editor should be used to produce the converted content located at this reference. This 
reference is accessible to the user, thereby allowing the conversion to be done on an 
on-demand basis whenever the reference is accessed by the user. 

With respect to claim 12, Wright further discloses that the converted content is 
stored on the web service (col. 11, lines 29-30). 

With respect to claim 17, Wright further discloses that the said obtaining a style 
sheet step comprises allowing a user to configure a style sheet for use with the method 
(col. 11, lines 8-9). 

With respect to claim 18, Wright further discloses that the transmitting step 
comprises transmitting the content to another service (col. 10, lines 48-50). 

With respect to claim 19, Wright discloses a web service system for providing 
imaging conversion services on content, comprising: 

a component for receiving content (fig. 5, item 40); 

a component for selecting an imaging conversion program based on a criteria 
(fig. 5, items 41, 41 A-D); 

a component for converting the content using the selected imaging conversion 
program to obtain converted content (fig. 5, items 41A-D, 50); and 

a component for transmitting the converted content t a desired location (fig. 5, 
item 42). 

Wright does not disclose expressly a component for obtaining a style sheet. 
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Ferrel discloses a component for obtaining a style sheet (fig. 1 , item 110; col. 8, 

line 1). 

Wright and Ferrel are analogous art because they are both from the same field of 
endeavor of electronic document formatting. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add Ferrel's component of obtaining a style sheet to Wright's system of 
document formatting. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide Wright's system with the 
capability to utilize the format standardization found in style sheets. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferrel with Wright for the 
benefit of format standardization to obtain the invention as specified in claim 19. 

With respect to claim 20, Wright discloses a program product for implementing a 
web service method for providing imaging conversion services on content, comprising 
computer readable code (col. 10, line 17) for performing the following method steps: 

receiving content: col. 10, lines 31-32; col. 12, lines 12-19); 

selecting an imaging conversion program based on a criteria (fig. 5, items 41 A-D; 
col. 10, lines 56-57); 

converting the content using the selected imaging conversion program to obtain 
converted content (col. 11, lines 25-26; fig. 5, items 41, 41 A-D, 50); and 

transmitting the converted content to a desired location (col. 1 1 , lines 29-30; fig. 
5, item 42). 

Wright does not disclose expressly a step for obtaining a style sheet. 
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Ferrel discloses a step for obtaining a style sheet (fig. 1, item 110; col. 8, line 1). 

Wright and Ferrel are analogous art because they are both from the same field of 
endeavor of electronic document formatting. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add Ferrel's step of obtaining a style sheet to Wright's method of 
document formatting. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide Wright's method with the 
capability to utilize the format standardization found in style sheets. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferrel with Wright for the 
benefit of format standardization to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Claims 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wright in view of Aua. 

With respect to claim 13, Wright does not disclose expressly that the translating 
step comprises filtering the content to delete selected items therein. 

Aua discloses that it is known that when translating content, it is possible to filter 
the content and delete selected items (par. 0038, lines 2-4). 

With respect to claim 16, Wright does not disclose expressly that the converting 
the content step comprises changing the layout of the content on a page. 

Aua discloses that it is known that when converting content, it is possible to 
change the layout of the content on a page (par. 0040, lines 3-4; par. 0047, lines 1-2). 

Wright and Aua are analogous art because they are both from the same field of 
endeavor of electronic document formatting. 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,337 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2142 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art that Wright's method could be modified to include filtering and deleting 
unwanted items and changing the layout of content on a page, as taught by Aua. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow Wright's method to 
produce a finished product with only the desired components contained therein and with 
only the desired layout. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Aua with Wright for the benefit 
of producing the desired document to obtain the invention as specified in claims 13 and 
16. 

Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wright in view of Berger. 

With respect to claim 14, Wright does not disclose that the translating the content 
step comprises labeling different items in the content. 

Berger discloses that it is known that when translating content, it is possible to 
label different items in the content (par. 0034, lines 1-2; par. 0040, lines 10-11, noting 
subdoc labels in table). 

With respect to claim 15, Wright does not disclose that labeled content can be 
reordered. 

Berger discloses that labeled content can be reordered within a document (par. 
0098, line 2). 

Wright and Berger are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor of electronic document formatting. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Wright's method to allow content to be labeled and reordered, 
as taught by Berger. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow segments of documents 
produced with Wright's method to be labeled and subsequently manipulated in ways 
such as reordering to produce the desired document. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Berger with Wright for the 
benefit of producing the desired document to obtain the invention as specified in claims 
14 and 15. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea B. Hollar whose telephone number is n/a. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on (703) 305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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